
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society is deeply concerned regarding a
proposed Federal Communications Commission regulation regarding a national
�do not call� registry that would severely hinder the ability of legitimate nonprofit
and charitable organizations like the Society to raise funds.

More than 110,000 Americans are diagnosed with a blood cancer each
year; either leukemia, lymphoma or myeloma.  Some 640,000 Americans are
currently living with a blood cancer and more than 60,000 will die from these
diseases this year.

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society is dedicated to finding a cure for
blood cancers and for improving the quality of life of patients and their families.
To accomplish this mission, we solicit funds from a variety of sources; one of
which is through telemarketing appeals to those who have indicated their support
for our goal.

Annually, the Society calls or attempts to call more than 2,000,000 prior
relationship records � past volunteers, donors, or other Society participants to
help raise awareness, and to recurity volunteers for its Neighborhood Drive
campaigns.

In addition, the Society calls up to 8,000,000 potential volunteers each
year.  The �do-not-call� registry could reduce our calling universe by more than a
million individuals.  Additionally, the proposed ruling could affect the Society�s
local chapter campaigns.

Like many other charitable organizations, the Society contracts with
professionals to conduct fundraising calls on their behalf to ensure cost savings
and professionalism.  These professional fundraisers allow us to focus on our
mission rather than spend time and money purchasing and maintaining
expensive equipment, training personnel, and acquiring an extensive knowledge
of state regulations.

The proposed national do-no-call list will clearly have a detrimental effect
on our ability to accommodate that support and help those struggling with blood
cancers.   Through the DialAmerica Marketing Sponsor Sales Program, the
Society has received some $25 million to support that mission.  That is funding
that would not be available under this proposal.

The decision not to exempt professional fundraisers working for legitimate
nonprofit and charitable organizations and restricting access to previous
contributors who may inadvertently subscribe to the �do not call� registry, would
drastically cut our revenues and limit the Society�s ability to find a cure for blood
cancers and improve the quality of life for the hundreds of thousands of people
who suffer with these diseases.



At a time when the President and Congress are emphasizing the
importance of the services provided by charitable organizations, it�s very
important that they be able to raise the money necessary to fulfill their mission.
Government should seek to assist and encourage the efforts of nonprofits to
raise funds from the private sector, not place obstacles in front of them.

Sincerely,

George Dahlman
Vice President, Public Policy
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society


